[Geriatric oncology: epidemiological evidence].
In Europe, 60% of all cancers and 75% of all deaths from cancer occur in patients older than 65 years. The incidence of many cancers (prostate, colorectal, and hematological) either increases with age or remains high (breast and lungs). The two principal characteristics of cancer in the elderly are late diagnosis and comorbidity that requires specific geriatric assessment and cooperation between the oncologist and the geriatrician. Academic and pharmaceutical industry research must focus on the specificities of cancers in the elderly and of response to treatment according to functional abilities and comorbidity. Equal access to high quality medical care and procedures must be ensured, regardless of age; this is not currently the case everywhere.